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recharges your body through the medulla oblongata."
"Baba knows." Again she acquiesced, her manner
soothing and unemphatic.
"Mother, please tell me about your early life. It holds
a deep interest for all of India, and even for our brothers
and sisters beyond the seas."
Giri Bala put aside her habitual reserve, relaxing into
a conversational mood.
"So be it." Her voice was low and firm. "I was born
in these forest regions. My childhood was unremark-
able save that I was possessed by an insatiable appetite.
"I had been betrothed when I was about nine years
old.
" 'Child,' my mother often warned me, ctry to control
your greed. When the time comes for you to live among
strangers in your husband's family, what will they think
of you if your days are spent in nothing but eating?'
"The calamity she had foreseen came to pass. I was
only twelve when I joined my husband's people in Nawab-
ganj. My mother-in-law shamed me morning, noon, and
night about my gluttonous habits. Her scoldings were a
blessing in disguise, however; they roused my dormant
spiritual tendencies. One morning her ridicule was
merciless.
" 'I shall soon prove to you,' I said, stung to the quick,
'that I shall never touch food again as long as I live.*
"My mother-in-law laughed in derision. 'So!* she said*
'how can you live without eating, when you cannot live
without overeating?'
"This remark was unanswerable. Yet an iron resolution
had entered my heart. In a secluded spot I sought my
Heavenly Father.
nature that somehow possesses the power to act as a 'sunlight
trap/" William L. Laurence writes in the New York Times.
"It 'catches' the energy of sunlight and stores it in the plant.
Without this no life could exist. We obtain the energy we need
for living from the solar energy stored in the plant-food ^e
eat or in the flesh of the animals that eat the plants. The
energy we obtain from coal or oil is solar energy trapped by
the chlorophyll in plant life millions of years ago. We live by
the sun through the agency of chlorophyll."